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“No one will protect what they do not care
about, and no one will care about what they have
never experienced”
Sir David Attenborough
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Experiences - Last-chance Tourism 
“Tourism motivated by the belief that the
things of interest (places, people, animals or
objects) may either cease to exist, or may
not be possible to visit, in the future,
prompting a sense of loss.”
Fisher, D. Stewart, E. 2017.
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Moral Dilemma –Ambassadors
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Moral Dilemma –Ambassadors Vs Humanitarians of Tinder
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Growing Concern – Ethics of travelling
Growing Concern - Growth of Antarctic Tourism
IAATO (2020)
AIM
To evaluate whether or not an alumni programme can 
empower youth to take action towards global 
sustainability up to 18 years after their polar voyage 
Social Identity Theory
• Part of an individuals self-concept 
• Sense of unity
• Empowerment to act on the groups behalf




Online survey (both open and closed questions)
Collaboration with Students on Ice
Youth Polar Alumni 65% aged 14-17 (at time of expedition) 
Sample
Sample 217 (15% response rate)
140 from Arctic / 88 from Antarctic Expeditions
69% female / now 72% aged 21-40
Measures
DV = Proenvironmental behaviour towards global 
sustainability 
IV = Social Identity Scale  (Ellemers et al. 1999)
M = Inclusion of Nature in Self (INS) (Schultz, 2002)
Analysis
Mediation (PROCESS Model 4)
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Results (QUANT) 
Hehir, C., Stewart, E.J., Maher, P.T. and Ribeiro, M.A., 2020. Evaluating the impact of a 
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a community-engaged research approach. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, pp.1-20.
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Results (QUAL) 
Change in feelings/emotions? 
Antarctica Participant /  Age 18 at time of expedition
‘Definitely many! I was so 
incredibly motivated to be a 
scientist after this expedition, 
and this excitement still hasn't 
worn off almost 10 years later’.
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Connect and Collaborate
Thank you. Questions? 
